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OLC 71-0989 

20 September 1971 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Conversation with William Woodruff, Senate Appropriations 
Committee Staff, Re Agency Program in Laos 


1. This afternoon Ed Braswell, Senate Armed Services Committee 
staff, said he had not sent a copy of Stennis' letter to the President on the 
above subject to Bill Woodruff but planned to do so and he said we were 
free to discuss the general problem with Woodruff. 

2. Woodruff was familiar with the tenor of the letter, which had 
been discussed with him in draft, and when I raised the matter with hj.m 
he made the following points: 


a. While he appreciates Senator Stennis' problem in 
handling the funding of Laos operations in the Agency budget, 
he's not convinced we can find a viable alternative. 

b. Personally, he feels strongly that the United States 
simply can't afford to let Laos go down the drain, but this 
is what will happen if the responsibility for running the war 
there is turned over to Defense or the Laotians. 

c. If the cost of supporting the Laotian ir regulars is 


TO De | passed to CIA 

as the executive agency, special accounting procedures will 


have to be worked 

. out 
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e. The way to really get CIA out of financing the 
operations in Laos, or get us out of Laos entirely, if 
that's what we want, would be the way it was done in the 
case of the RDC--to have the chairmen of our appropria- 
tions committees specifically state in their budget letters 
: these funds are to be used for financing the 

in Laos. 


3. In response to my question Woodruff said he was not reflecting 
the views of Senator Ellender but was speaking only for himself and that 
he thought Senator Ellender would do whatever the Director wanted him to 
do. He added that we didn't know how lucky we were having Ellender 
completely in our corner. 
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4. In concluding Woodruff concurred in my suggestion that as a 
next step we might set up a meeting at Headquarters where Woodruff and 
Preston co uld come out and che w the problem over with Colonel White, 


Ex. Dir. , 
pass this on to Loionei White. 


John Warner, OGC, and me. I said I'd 
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JOHN M. MAURY 
legislative Counsel 


Distribution: 

Original - Subject 
1 - Ex/Dir 
1 - Chief, FE 
1 - OGC 
1 - OPPB 
1 - Chrono 


2 

SECRET/SEN SITIYE 


Approved For Release 2004/02/02 : CIA-RDP73B00296R000300080033-5 





Approved For Release 2004/02/02g^^Y 3B00296R000300080033 - 5 

Journal - Office of Legislative Counsel Page 2 

Monday - 20 September 1971 


25X1 


25X1 


25X1 

25X1 

25X1 


7. I ~1 Met with Ed Braswell and John Goldsmith, of the 

Senate Armed Services Committee staff, who told me that apparently Senator 
Symington will now plan to concentrate on legislation imposing a monetary 
limit on expenditures in Laos r ather than his legislation limiting the definition 
of "local forces. " 

I provided Goldsmith, who is preparing notes for Senator Stennis' use, 
with guidance regarding the various levels of sensitivity of material contributed 
by us. 


8. | 1 Lunched with Bill Woodruff, Counsel, Senate 

Appropriations Committee, and reviewed problems relating to our operations 
in Laos. See Memorandum for the Record. 

Regarding the handling of Senator Ellender's movie film from his foreign 
travels, Woodruff agreed that the Senator would be very pleased if we could 
select portions of this material which might be of some intelligence value and 
invite him to visit Headquarters to discuss it. 


9. 


] Informed Miss Jo Anne Glisson, in the office 


of Representative Paul Rogers (D., Fla. ), that Philip Vandivier would be the 
appropriate S tate Department official to participate in the meeting which 

and I had scheduled with Mr. Rogers for Wednesday afternoon 


to discuss drug traffic in Southeast Asia. 


10. C 


Jim Woolsey, General Counsel, Senate Armed 
Services Committee, said he and Ed Braswell would like to be brought up-to- 
date tomorrow afternoon or Wednesday on recent developments (over the past 
two to three months) regarding the Soviet ICBM, ABM, SLBM, and manned 
aircraft programs. He said they would like to cover both deployment and 
research and development, and would therefore like to hear from both DDS&T 
and OSR. 
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